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'' On the CuaractEr of ATTICUS. 


D BTS RNS BUring the Vifit which I lately paid my Friend 
| Res Lacc, at his Country Seat, there was a 
™ UC Converfation a little fingular in its Kind, 








im @ which made me refie&t more clofely ona 
RR ferious Subject, than I ever expected to have 

done in that Retirement. *T'was the Day 
a which Laco fets apart for Hofpitality and 


good Neighbourhood; and feveral of the 

© Centlemen round him, had come to dine withhim at L——. 
%) ! found the Company better acquainted both with Books and 
© Things, than I hop’d to have met with in that part of the 
my World; and I believe Hounds, Horfes, and Foxes, did not 
® take up above an Hour of the whole Vifit. The Character 
» Vot. Il. r of 
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of a certain great Man was pretty freely canvafs’d after Din- 
ner, and one of the Company took Notice of a very abfurd 
Compliment (as he termed it) which had been paid him by 
a noted Author, who, it feems, had diftinguifh’d him by the 
Name of Atticus. Laco made anfwer, with the Eagernefs 
which is natural to him, that he did not think it any Com- 
pliment to be called by the Name of fuch a Man as Atticus. 
At this, I obferved the whole Company a good deal furpriz’d : 
feveral of them immediately declared themfelves : my Friend 
was obliged to defend his Opinion: till at laft, I thought it 
beft for me to take the Trouble off his Hands, as I knew 
the Warmth and Zeal with which he always difputes, when- 
ever the Argument is any way connected with Politicks ; 
to which I fuppofed his Subject would at that Time foon 
lead him. Accordingly I endeavoured to make good his Side 
of the Queftion, but in vain ; my Antagonifts would not, 
or could not, at all enter into the Arguments which I ad- 
vane’d ; and feem’d aftonifh’d that I allowed fo little to theirs. 
Our Converfation ended as it begun, and left me very feri- 
oufly reflecting on the Caufes which have determined Man- 
kind to fo univerfal a Partiality for Pomponius Atticus. 

He was born many Years before the Deftruction of the 
Roman Liberty ; fo that his Education was certainly Repub- 
lican, and the earlieft Prejudices of his Mind would inevi- 
tably take the fame Turn. He once atted with great Spirit 
and Succefs for the Conftitution of his Country, at a very 
dangerous Crilis ; and at the Head of the Equeffrian Order, 
vigoroufly fupported his Friend Cicero, thro’ all the Difficulties 
which he had to encounter, in quelling the Confpiracy of Cata- 
fine ; fo that he tafted largely of that Applaufe and Glory, 
which is the natural Reward of public Virtue. His Rank, 
his Fortune, and Talents made him very confiderable in the 
Eye of all hic Fellow-Citizens ; and he lived ina State where 
it was almoft infamous for any Man of Figure to fecrete him- 
felf from the Publick. Thefe Confiderations alone may 
feem to leave him without Excufe, for the mean-fpirited 
neutra! Indolence, which he fo obftinately, adhered to, thro’ 
all the civil Wars. When two Faétions in a free State 
come to open Violence and Rebellion, ’tis impoffible they 
fhould both be in the Right ; it is very poffible they are 
both in the Wrong. In fuch a Quarrel, to be in the 
Wrong, is to be guilty of High Treafon, and that of the 
moft unpardonable Kind. Every good Citizen will therefore 
dread, and deteft, and to the utmoft of his Power endea- 


vour to deftroy, that Party which he judges to be the wrong § 
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one, in all civil Wars which divide his Country. On this 
Account Solon very wifely and juftly made it criminal for 
any Man to obferve a Neutrality in fuch a Conteft. But 
Atticus was not content with obferving a Neutrality ; in 
which Cafe, he might have pleaded in his Excufe, that both 
Sides indeed were wrong, yet for that he had not Power fufi- 
cient to raife a third Party in order to prevent the ill Defigns 
of both; and was therefore honeftly prudent in his Refo- 
lution to fit ftill. On the Contrary, he affifted both Parties, 
and was confequentiy, felf-condemned, without the leaft 
Palliation. If Brutus was the Patron of the Roman Liberty, 
Antony was certainly a Rebel; and Atticus, in fupporting 
him, was involved in the Crime of Perduellio, or the worft 
kind of Treafon. On the contrary, if Antony was right, 
Brutus was unqueftionably a Villain and a Parricide, whom 
any honeft Man would have blufh’d to own. But Apticus 
was alike an intimate Friend to both thofe mortal Enemies : 
Which even in private Life, no Man will deny to be highly 
difhonourable ; and which in public Life, and where the 
Quarrel between them concerns the public Liberty, muft be 
infamous and wicked toa very great Degree. Yet Atticus, 
who had been from his earlieft Youth the Affociate and Con- 
fident of the Republican Leaders, and who now in his old 
Age, was the Admirer and bofom Friend of the fober, vir- 
tuous, Philofophical Brutus ; that fame Atticus beftowed vat 
Sums upon the profligate abandoned Antony ; and endeavour- 
ed to protect him and his Creatures, when the Senate had 
Jawfully declared him a public Enemy. On which Occafion 
I cannot help obferving, that if we abftract entirely from the 
political Side of the Queftion, and confider it altogether as 
a Matter in private Lite ; yet it difcovers in Atticus a moft 
ridiculous Ignorance and Weaknefs in the Choice of his 
Friends, In fpite of innumerable Crimes, which were no- 
torious to every Man in Rome, Atticus ufed in his Letters to 
aflure Brutus; that Antony was a good Man. Accordingly, 
for the Sake of fo gsod a Man, in extreme Adverfity, he al- 
moft ran the Rifk of his Life and Fortunes. When this good 
Man was unexpectedly raifed to the higheft Profperity, one 
would have thought that Atticus fhould have been the fore- 
moft to congratulate him, and to exprefs his grateful Returns 
for the Services which he had done him. Quite the Contra- 
ry ; he left Reme in a Panic, on hearing of Antony’s Succefs ; 
and hid himfelf from the World, left Antony fhould profcribe 
him, becaufe, forfooth, he had lived upon tolerable Terms 
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with Cicero and Brstus : 
his Friends ! 

It will eafily be allowed that the CharaSter of the Man 
muft have had fome other Accomplifhments of no fmall 
Weight, to have been able to counterballance in the Eftecm 
of the World, a Behaviour fo ridiculous and unjuftifiable. 
Accordingly it muft be confefs’d, that he had feveral very 
amiable and worthy Qualities in private Life. He was an 
excellent Father, Companion, and Mafter of a Family ; can- 
did and good-natur’d, generous, and yet frugal, a learned 
Man, and Yatron of Learning; without Avarice, Am- 
bition, or Malice ; and with a vaft deal of that exterior 
Decency and Comelinefs of Behaviour, which is fo extremely 
taking with the greateft part of the World ; and if one were 
zealous to fhew his Character in the faireft Light it can 
poflibly bear, his political Indolence might be qualified, by 
calling it a Diflike of Faétion and Party-F cuds. 

Perhaps it is this]aft Article which has been moft advantageous 
to his Fame, efpecially in England. There is an infinite 
Number of Men of Property and Figure in Eng‘and, who are 
no way immediately concerned in the Government of their 
Country. Thefe Men may fee nothing unbecoming in a 
determin’d Retirement from rublic Bufiness, and in preferring 
ihe Enjoyments of private Friendfhip to any Party or Poli- 
t cal Intereft. In Rome it was otherwife. So that an Eng- 
glifhbman may Cy though with no ill Intention, 
excufe or commend 4iticus, ina Point where every honeft 
Remax would have defpifed and hated him. In the mixed 
Monarchy of Englard, there muft neceflarily be Room tor 
perpetual Factions ; who have only the temporary Intereft of 
a few Demagogues in view, without any Hope or Power of 
altering the Conttitution. Confequently a Lover of Liberty 
and of the Public, may yet refolve to meddle with no Party 
becaufe he mutt facrifice hisown Leifure, without the Profpe et 
of procuring any great Benefit for his Country, or the Neceflity 
of refcuing her from any imminent Danger. With Atticus, 
Matters were in quite a difierent Situation: The Quefiion 
was not in his Time, which Party-Leader fhould be Quaftor 
or Preconful ; but whether Reme fhould be governed by her 
own Laws, or by the Will and Plcafure of one of her Citi- 
zens. An Englifbman who approves the Non-chalance of 
Atticus, deceives himfelf grofsly, if he imagines that the Party- 
Struggles of his Time, turned upon Points like to thofe of 
our own: as, whether Walpcle or Pulteney fhall prefide at 
St. Stephen's. To fay the leaft that can be faid, the Queftion 
among 
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among his Co-temporaries, was like that among our Fathers, 
whether Fames Il. or William Ill. fhould be King ; and 
pray what would any Englifoman think of the fineft Gentle- 
man in the World, who in the Year 1688, had been an 
equal Friend, Confident, and Affiftant of Chancellor ‘fef- 
fries, and the Earl of Devonfhire ? Would he not reckon 
him a Man void of all Principles, a double Traitor, and an 
Enemy to the very Chance and Hope of Peace, who in- 
duftrioufly prolonged a civil War, by fuccouring both Par- 
ties, in a Quarrel where one of them muft neceflarily be 
execrable ? Now this was precifely the Situation of At- 
ticus. 

The Beauty of his private Character has yet covered over 
this Multitude of Sins. A great Majority of human Kind, 
at Jeaft in the prefent Age, even of thofe who confider 
what becomes a reatonable Creature, are yet intirely un- 
acquainted with the immediate Duties of Man, as 5 Fs 
ber and an Agent in a political Community. Thefe People, 
ef natural Confequence, reft in thofe focial Enjoyments which 
are next in Degree, and with which their Situation and per- 
fonal Purfuits are ona Level. Such are the Pleafures of 
Domeftic Life, of meer companionable Friendfhip, and of 
peaceful Neighbourhood. Wherever a Man’s Behaviour is 
amiable in thefe Refpeéts, he is approved and honoured 
without Referve and to hefitate in commending him on 
Account of meer Political Indolence and Inactivity, would 
appear moft aftonifhing to good-natur’d People. It would 
be fo far from pafling as a real Objection, that more 
probably it would be infifted on as additional Matter of 
Praife. 

It muft likewife be confidered, that our general Efteem 
of thofe Men whom we know from Hiftory only, is in a 
good meafure dependent on the particular Temper and In- 
clination of the Hiftorian whom we confult, or of the Au- 
thor in whom we confide for the true State of their Cha- 
racters. Atticus died in peaceable Subjection to Auguftus 
Cefar, at a Time when the worthieft Roman could afpire 
to no Virtue above the Lot of a private Man. As a private 
Man, Atticus had aéted well; and the Hiftorians who were to 
inform Pofterity concerning him, durft not canvafs the po- 
litical Part of his Character; or if they had done fo, the 
Roman People at that Time would hardly have underftood 
them. But he would certainly have appeared in a very diffe- 
rent Light, if inftead of having a Courtier for his Hiftorian, 
he had been deferibed to Pofterity, and his Behaviour account- 
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ed for, under the Confulthip of a Brutus or a Scipice. And 
to this Condition of his ancient Hiftorians, we muft add the 
Influence of modern Pocts and Moralifts; who are generally 
an umbratile, indolent Sort of Men, without Courage, with- 
out political Connections ; and who are too much converfant 
with a pedantic Love of Fame, to have any true Notion of 
the Love oo? To thefe Men, .4tticus has been prodi- 
gioully oblig’d. 

*Tis of no fmall Confequence, that we rightly underftand 
the Merit of thofe Men, who have acted in any important 
and critical Situation of their Country, and w hofe good or 
ill Charaéter pay draw zlong with it our Opinion in “Matters 
of Moment. Atticus has been very generally approv’d and 
commended : the Contequence is, that his unmanly and felf- 
fh Indolence has likewile been, and is now, very generally 
approv’d; tho’ his Country was then in a mortal Agony, 
and every honeft Man was cali’d upon to affift her. ‘There 
is at this Time in the Wor'ld, an unfocial, felfifh, inactive 
fort of Creatures, who feem to think they have no Concern 
or Connection with their Country, but that they came into 
Life meerly to enjoy their natural Appctites in private. I 
hope their Country will never ftand in Need of the Af- 
fiftance of fuch Men; but if fhe fhould, 1 make no doubt 


but they will excufe themfelves, by the Example of dtticus. 


On GOOD «and BEAUTY, 
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HERE is no Study fo improving and entertaining ta 

the Human Mind, as an Enc juiry into the final Caufe 

ot all rational Pheafure; to trace to its Source the Reafon 
why Matter acts in fuch various Ways thro’ the Inlets of the 
Senfes upon the Under/fanding, and affords fuch infinite De- 
lioht to the intermediate 2 Pow: rs of Imagination. By reafon- 
ing thus from the Effect to the Efficient, we naturally be- 
come acquainted with the Conceptions of the great AUTHOR 
of al] Things ; we transfer as it were the Excellence of his 
Works into our Manners, and grow imperceptibly Good and 
Virtuous, (which is moral Comelinefs) by being familiariz’d 
to the Beauty of external Objects. Nature, the Subftitute 
of Heav’n, agreeable to the divine Attrpbutes, has — 
al 
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all Things for univerfal Convenience ; every Being that obeys 
ber Diétates partakes of the general Good, and the Deviation 
alone from ’em conftitutes particular Evil; fo that Vice in 
Morals is deftru€tive to Pleafure, and Diforder in Matter 
cancels Beauty. Nature therefore, in the Enquiry concerning 
Good and Beauty, which I fhall prove to be the fame, mutt 
be the Criterion to go by. Enter into the Schools of the 
Painters and Sculptors, afk upon what Rules their Skill is 
founded, and what declares the Perfection of their Perform- 
ances. The Artifts will tell you, that fuch a Statue or Pi@ure 
has no intrinfic Beauty in itfelf, but is relative to another 
Object, the Similitude to which is made the Venus of the 
Art; the Thing therefore reprefented regulates our Efteem.s 
Whence then does that derive this primary Excellence ? From 
itfelf without any Reference to remoter Beings? No certain- 
ly. Every ¢ bject round has a Share, and it is more or lefs 
Good and Beautiful, as it correfponds to them and they to 
others to Infinity. Whatever then is proportionable and 
harmonious, is good ; every thing that is fo, is natural; we 
judge of Beauty by Nature, confequently Good and Beauty are 
the fame. Thus we form our Opinion of an Image. Eve 
Limb and Feature ought to agree with the whole in Size, 
Age, Sex, &c. and this is call’d Syammetry ; this Symmetry is 
moft perfect when made for the Ufe and Strength of the 
Species, and that Ufe produces Beauty. *Tis the fame not 
only thro’ all the Arts and the original Objects of Nature, 
but may be perceiv’d too in Characters, and Manners ; for 
what is Virtue but Moral Proportion, and the juft Perform- 
ance of the Part in Society affign’d you to ac without Di- 
minution or Addition? Every one who forms his Life upon 
this Plan, may truly be faid, without {training Language, to 
live beautifully It now remains to be enquir’d, tho’ Good 
and Beauty are the fame, why they affect the Mind with 
Pleafure, and from whence arifes that Difguft at Evil and De- 
formity ; for there is in both Cafes an inftantaneous Effect 
‘exclufive of RefleGtion. There is in Human Nature a Power 
independent of the reft, call’d the Jnternal Senfe, all perfect: 
and harmonious, which, as it proceeds from the Fountain of 
Good, remains for ever pure and untainted. External Beauty, 
being the infallible and infeparable Companion of Good, bears 
a fraternal Likenefs to that mental Comelinefs or Order; and 
as a Note on one Lute being touch’d, the Unifon of another 
tho’ unmov’d will anfwer to it, fo the fimilar PerfeGion within 
is refponfive to that outward Proportion ; and Difguft in like 
Manner is created by an analogous Difcord that Evil and 
Defor- 
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Deformity bear to the virtuous and beautiful Propenfity of the 
Soul. I doubt not but it will be objected, that there are 
many who deviate from this Rule in their A€tions, to whom 
Vice in Morals, and monftrous Appearances in Nature feem 
delightful. But let us confider that this proceeds from the 
Deception of Fancy ; the Internal Senfe always judges right 
according as Things are reprefented ; and it would be as juft 
to blame the zatural Eye, when (as we read in fabulous 
Accounts) it miftakes a Defart for a Paradife, converted by a 
Magician, as to think the intelleéfual one deficient, when 
deceiv’d by that Sorcerefs ; for by her Wand the Mon/treus 
is chang’d into the Wonderful and New, and Vice becomes 
Eafe, Pleafure, and Power. There is a celebrated Fable in 
the Author, from whom I took my Motto, ’tis The Jude 
ment of HERCULES, invented by Prodicus, and told by 
Socrates to his Difciple; an Imitation of which fhall be the 
Conclufion of this Effay. 

As the Human Soul was juft enter’d into that State 
we call Life, and was wandering in fearch of Happine/s, 
two Females appear’d of different Forms. The One was 
call’d Evil or Deformity, the Daughter of Chaos, the 
Offspring of the Furies; the other Good or Beauty, the 
Daughter of Nature, the Offspring of the Gods. The 
Former, to conceal the Uglinefs of her Perfon, had borrow’d 
all the Ornaments PLutus could beftow, and was affifted 
by a delufive Glafs that Fancy held before her. The Latter 
wore the Garments of Simplicity, and was fupported by Truth. 
As foon as the Firft faw the young Stranger, fhe ran and 
addrefs’d him in the following Manner. ‘* How fortunate, 
«< O Youth, are you to meet me, who am come to condu¢t 
«< you to the Palace of Happine/s! In yonder Plain, where 
*¢ all the Riches of the Eaft are lavifhly beftow’d, the God- 
‘* defs refides ; fhe is conftantly attended by the Loves and 
*© Graces, and their Mother the fair Votupia offers her 
** downy Couch to the Votaries to reft on, whilft Baccus 
«© prefents his Cup of Delight: Power ftands at her right 
‘* Hand, and Grandeur at her Left, and the Frowns of Care, 
«< and Wrinkles of Indu/fry, are banifh’d the joyful Regions.” 
When fhe had done fpeaking, the Youth turn’d his Eyes and 
beheld a ftately Building of an Afatic Order ; Satyrs, Mer- 
maids, and Beafts of heterogeneous Kinds fupported the 
Roof, and all the Ornaments were fuch as never exifted but 
in a wild Dream. But what attracted his Attention the 
moft, was the inebriated Pleafure that appear’d thro’ the 
vaft Concourfe of People of all Sorts that attended the pre- 
tended Deity ; fome exprefs’d uncommon Tranfport in the 
Poffeffion 
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Poffefion of 2 Scepter, others fhew'd Signs of greater Rap- 
ture in the Arms. of a beautiful Woman, and many yawn’d 
out a more indolent Satisfaction in a Pofture of Repofe. As 
he was bcholding this Group of Figures, the other Female 
came up, and feeing him not a little pleas’d with his Profpect, 
“¢ Behold, faid the, I am the only Parent of Happinefs ; 
*¢ let not the falfe Appearance of that Impoftor delude you 
“© into Mifery.”” Upon faying which, her Attendant Truth 
ftruck the Palace with her Wand, whofe Touch no Falfe- 
hood can bear, and immediately the ftately Domes were 
turn’d into a frightful Ruin; what before appear’d the Re« 
fidence of Pleafure, feem’d then the Court of Difeafe; the 
Laughs of Riot became the Groans of Anguifh ; Power, that 
look’d fo, alluring and majeftic, was funk into Tyranny, with 
Scorpions in her Bofom that ftung her to Diftraction ; all the 
reft underwent an equal Change, and appear’d in their proper 
Shapes. The Youth immedjately abafh’d and frighten’d, fled 
from this horrid Company, and fought for Safety in the Arma 
of his Proteérefs, who taking him by the Hand, and chear- 
ing him with her Smiles, refum’d her Speech to him as fol- 
lows. ‘* See, faid fhe, the Inchantrefs and her hellifh Crew 
‘< are vanifh’d, there is nothing more to fear. I am the 
«< Guardian Genius of this Place, and never fail to guide 
“< thofe who feek me, to the Temple of true Happine/s. 
«s That Goddefs is not attended as you lately imagin’d, nor 
«¢ furrounded by Noife and Riot, but fits enthron’d in the 
<¢ filent Vale of Solitude, where Peace and Contemplation 
<¢ adminifter unto her, and the lawrell’d Sifterhood of Ara 
“6 and Science celebrate her Praife. ‘There the lovely Family 
“¢ of Social Virtues dwell, and their great Parent Charity, 
perpetually exercifes ’em in their heav’nly Duty ; Healzh 
«© and Order guard the Altar, and Content otters the Balm of 
«© Blifs to all the Votaries.” 
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ODE t PLEASURE. 


ISTER of Youth and laughing Joy, 
Sweet PLEASURE, Sorrow-foothing Queen, 
Daughter of Venus, ever young, ‘| 
And Bacchus wreath’d with Ivy green ; 



























Whom on their Laps the rofy-bofom’d Hours, 
And all the Graces nurft beneath Jdalian Bow’rs. 


© lead me to thy blifsful Vale! 
Where Hope and Health in fprightly Round, 
Leifure with Freedom Hand in Hand, 
In Dance fantaftic beat the Ground ; 
Where’er they tread while faireft Flowers arife, 
Embvoid’ring all the Green with ever-varying Dies. 


Let the ftern Pedant love to wafte 

In ftudious Search the tedious Night, 
Attentive to the learned Page, 

By mufing Taper’s glimmering Light, 





Whofe penfive Ear no wakeful Sounds alarm, 


Save the lone Owl, flow Clock, or Bell-man’s drowfy Charm. : 
¢ 

Me iet the chearful Dance engage, ay 
Swift-urg’d along the lighted Dome ; ; 

While with new Warmth the Virgin glows, " 


Her Cheek al] flufh’d with frefher Bloom ; a 
Motion and Mufick tend’reft Thoughts infpire, a 
And all her yielding Soul relents to foft Defire. . 


Let the fage Hermit fhun Mankind, 
With pale-ey’d Penitence to dwell, 
To freeze at Midnight Hours of Pray’r 
Within a folitary Cell ; 
Penurious on the verdant Herb to fup, 


And of the chilling Stream to drain his. Beechen Cup. 
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Be mine, amid the focial Band, 

The Raptures of Champaign to tafte, 
Whofe vig’rous Juice new Relifh gives 
To mutual Converfe, Reafon’s Feaft, 


While old Anacreon feems to rife, and fay, 
<< Begone, ye Toils of Life; ye bufy Cares, away ! 


DAVID’s LAMENTATION. 


Firft Chapter of the Second Book of SAMUEL. 


E Sons of Jfrael ! Heav’n’s diftinguifh’d Care, 


In Council prudent, terrible in War ; 

How are your Glories, and your Triumphs fed, 
Sunk in the Ruins of the mighty Dead ! 
Silence, ye Winds, in Murmurs ceafe to blow, 
Left you fhou’d prove fad Meffengers of Woe ; 
And fpread our Sozrow through the hoftile Plain, 
Sorrow, juft Tribute to the Godlike Slain. 
Be ftill each Tongue, let no ill-boding Voice, 
Wake thro’ Philifia’s Tents untimely Joys; 
Lcft from our Mifery they fhould find Relief, 
Smile at our Tears, and triumph in our Grief. 

Fatal Gilbsa ! confcious Mount of Death, 
Where Saul and ‘Fonathan refign’d their Breath, 
Still may you wear fad Monuments of Woe : 
Curft be the Honours of your verdant Brow ; 
Let Heav’n with-hold its all-enliv’ning Power, 
The genial Sunbeam, and refrefhing Shower ; 
Whilft Defolation cafts a gloomy Shade, 
And Horror trembles o’er thy blafted Head: 
For on thy Top, were flain the noble Pair, 
The Dread of Heroes, and the Pride of War, 

© Saul! thy royal and anointed Head 
Li¢s undiftinguifht from the Vulgar, dead. 
G2 
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Norcou’d thy Crown, or holy Unétion fave 





Thy rip’ning Virtues from th’ untimely Grave. 





There vilely featter’d lye the Spear and Shield, 

Which won the Spoils from many a well-fought Field. 
Heav’ns, how he ftood ! how flew the brandifh’d Spear ; 
And bore down Legions in the Tide of War. ; 
Philiftia, Witnefs of his powerful Hand, 

Still mourns his Conquefts thro’ th’ unpcopled Land. 
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‘ 
F 
' 


And thee, oh ‘fonathan, an equal Flame, 
Force’d thro’ the Battle to the Lifts of Fame. 
O brave Companion in the toilfome Fight! 
Both Heir, and Rival of thy Father’s Might. 
With Vengeance pointed, ever certain flew 
Thy whizzing Terrors from the twanging Yew. 
Lefs ftrong the tawny Monarch of the Grove ; 
Or Heaven’s own Thunder rolling from above : 
Lefs fwift the Motion of the Eagle’s Flight; 
Or winged Vapours burfting info Light. 
O more than Fricnds ! in Love eternal join’d, 
One was the Father’s, one the Filial Mind ; 





You in your Lives were ever lovely found, ; 
In Death now finking with one common Wound, t 
Ye Nymphs of Fudah, who rejoice to bear 
The radiant Spoils of Sau/’s vitorious Spear, 
With Tears approach, your mighty Conqu’ror dead, 
And pay due Tribute to his royal Shade. 
For him, his Gifts, your purple Vefts unfold, 
And deck his Corfe with Ornaments of Gold. 
Ye Pride of //rael ! in what defp’rate State, 
Of Life too lavifh, covetous of Fate, 
Rufh’d forth your mighty Souls—O glorious Hea, 


es 


In vain, deftructive to the bold and great. 
Why mutt Saul prove the Conqueror of Saul ? 
Why the $0n’s Virtue, with the Father’s fall. 
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O Fonathan ! in whom my Life was pleas’d, 
Who heal’d its Sorrows, and its Burthens eas’d ; 
O Brother! when thy, virtuous Acts appear 
4 ‘To my fond Soul, tho’ fad, for ever dear : 
Down my pale Cheeks my Tears their Courfe renew, 
And my Heart faddens at th’ ideal View. 
Thy Friendfhip fought me with the Powers of Love ; 
put Powers that lefs ardent e’en in Virgins prove: 
How fank the Mighty, plunged in Defpair ! 
How greatly fell the Thunderbolts of War ! 


Ox a Beauty with Itt QvatirTits. 


I. 
Iftaken Nature here has join’d 
A beauteous Face and ugly Mind ; 
In vain the faultlefs Features ftrike, 
When Soul and Body are unlike ; 
Pity thofe fnowy Breafts fhou’d hide 
Deceit, and Avarice, and Pride, 





II. 


3 So in rich Jarrs from China brought, 
With glowing Colours gayly wrought, 
Oftimes the fubtle Spider dwells, 
With fecret Venom bloated fwells, 
Weaves all his fatal Nets within, 
As uniufpected, as unfecn. 


Ox @ beautiful Grotto near the Water. 
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HE Graces fought in yonder Stream 
To cool the fervid Day ; 
When Love’s malicious Godhead came, 
And ftole their Robes away. ; 
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Proud of his Theft, th’infulting God, 

Their Spoils bade Delia wear ; 

While they, afham’d to ftir abroad, 

Remain all naked here. 







A SONG. ba 

I. bs 

HE God of Love a 

Had often ftrove be 

To ftorm my guarded Breatt ; 

With ev’ry Wile 

Try’d to beguile, i 

And rob me of my Reft: . ; 

With Beauty, and with Gold eflay’d, | 
How beft my Heart might be betray’d. 


II. 
To Riches cold, 
Though made of Gold, 
I fcorn’d to kifs the Chain ; 
And ev’ry Grace 
Of ev’ry Face 
Was lighted up in vain : 
Hence thou Seducer, Love, I cry’d— 
And all his wanton Arts defy’d. 


III. 
My Bow and Quiver, 
Here fof ever, 
Says Cupid, I difclaim 5 
Another Way 
I muft effay, 
Th’ unruly Heart to tame: 
Then with a crafty Smile he flew, 
The ftubborn Rebel to fubdue. 
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IV. 


And fo he took 
Each lovely Look 
That does our Pride controul ; 
Each winning Air, 
That forms the Fair, 
And ravifhes the Soul : 
Adds ev’ry namelefs Grace to thefe, 
That deeply wound, yet fweetly pleafe. 


V. 


: Each dimpled Smile, 
; That can beguile, 
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5 And fteal away our Hearts ; 
The pleafing Fires 
Of gay Delires, 
He liberally imparts : 
Then with th’enchanting Treafures flies 
To lodge in Belimperia’s Eyes. 


VI. 


Thoughtlefs I rove, 
Secure of Love, 
*Till from his Ambufh laid, 
He fhot a Dart 
Into my Heart, 
And all my Courage fled: 
That now I live, I live to prove 
That all my Life’s a Life of Love. 


Vu. 
A Life of Love 
Ilive to prove, 
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And mutft confefs his Pow’r ; 





Yes, treacherous Boy, 





Thy fpite enjoy, 


























P I tremble, and adore : 
I live to love, I fwear I do, 
My Heart can bear me Witnefs too. 


ot... - 


VIII. 
° A Life of Love 
I live to prove, 
Whilft in thofe Eyes you ftay ; 
‘ 


Nay, always | 
Am doom’d to figh: 
For fhou’d you ever ftray, 
You'll leave, I to-my Coft fhall find, 
All Love’s Artillery behind. 


fo a Young Lady with FonTENELLE’S Plurality 
of Worlds, 


N this fmall Work, all Nature’s Wonders fee, : 
The foften’d Features of Philofophy. 4 
In Truth by eafy Steps you here advance, 
) Truth as diverting, as the beft Romance. 
Long had thefe Arts to Sages been confin’d, 
None faw their Beauty, till by poring blind ; Fé: 
By ftudying fpent, like Men that cram too full, | 
From Wifdom’s Feaft they rofe not chear’d, but dull : 
The Gay and Airy fmil’d to fee ’em grave, 
And fled fuch Wifdom like Trophonius’ Cave. 
Juftly they thought they might thofe Arts defpife, 
Which made Men fullen, e’re they could be wife. 


NN Fgh Cs 


Brought down to Sight, with Eafe ycu view ’em here; 
*. “Tho? deep the Bottom, yet the Stream is clear. 
Your 
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Your flutt’ring Sex, ftill valued Science lefs ; 
Carelefs of any, but the Arts of Drefs. 

Their ufelefs Time was idly thrown away 

On empty Novels, or fome new-born Play. 

The beit, perhaps, a few Joofe Hours might fpare 
For fome unmeaning Thing, mifcall’d a Pray’r. 

In vain the glittering Orbs, cach ftarry Night, 
With mingling Blazes fhed a Flood of Light : 

Each Nymph with cold Indiff'rence faw ’em rife; 
And, taught by Fops, to them preferr’d her Eyes. 
None thought the Stars were Suns fo wid:ly fown, 
None dreamt of other Worlds, befides our own. 
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Well might they boaft their Charms, when ev'ry Fair 
Thought this World all ; and her’s the brighteft here. 


Ah! quit not the large Thoughts this Book infpires, 
For thofe thin Trifles which your Sex admires ; 
Affert your Claim to Senfe, and fhew Mankind, 
That Reafon is not to themfelves confin’d. 

The haughty Belle, whofe Beauty’s awful Shrine, 
” T were Sacrilege t’imagine not divine, 

Who thought fo greatly of her Eyes before, 

Bid her read this, and then be vain no more, 

How poor ev’n You, who reign without Controul, 
If we except the Beautits of your Soul ! 

Shou’d al! Beholders feel the fame Surprize ; 
Shou’d all who fee you, fee you with my Eyes ; 
Were no fuch Blafts to make-that Beauty lefs ; 
Shou’d you be what I think, what all confefs : 
*Tis but a narrow Space thofe Charms engage 3 
One Ifland only, and not half an Age ! 
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LITERARY MEMOIRS. 


Legons de Phyfique Experimentale, Sc. 
That is, 


Leétures [or Difcourfes] of Experimental Philofophy, 
by the Abbé Nollet, of the Royai Academy of Sciences, 
and of the Royal Society of London. Three Volumes. 
Paris 1745. 


HE Author of thefe Difcourfes prejudices the Reader 

in his Favour, by the Manner of philofophizing which 
he profeffes in his Preface. ‘* I do not introduce mytelf (fays 
‘** ne) under the Aufpices of any Philofopher ; ‘tis neither 
** the Theory of Defcartes, nor that of Newton, nor that of 
** Jeibnitz, which I have prefcribed myfelf to follow 
‘‘ particularly ; it is, without any perfonal Preference, 
‘* that Theory which a general Agreement and Fads 
** faily ftated, feem to me to have well eftablifhed. Full 
“* of Refpect, and even of Gratitude, for the great Men 
** who have communicated their Thoughts to us, and enriched 
** us with their Difcoveries, of whazever Nation they be, 
** and in whatever Age they have lived, I admire their Ge- 
** nius even in their Errors, and J make it a Point of Duty 
*< to give them the Honour which is due to them ; but I 
** admit nothing upon their Word, unlefs it be marked with 
© the Stamp of Experiment. In Natural Philofophy, a Man 
** fhould never be the Slave of Authority, and yet lefs of 
“© his own Prejudices; he fhould acknowledge the Truth 
** wherever he difcovers it, and not affect to be a Newto- 
*¢ nian at Paris, and a Cartefian at London.” 

Our Author follows, in printing thcfe Leéturcs, the fame 
Method which he had done in delivering them. He chufes, 
in each Article, thofe Points which feem to him moft inte- 
reiting, moft new, and moft proper to be proved by Experi- 
ments. He explains, with all the Precifion he is Mafter of, 
the State of the Queftion. He marks its Origin, and the 
Authors who have treated it with moft Succefs. Ha then 
proves his Doétrine, by Operations, of which he explains the 
Mechanifm ; and finally, he refers either to the Queftion 

itfelf, 
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itfelf, or to the Faéts by which it was determined, every thing 
relating to them in the Phenomena of Nature, in the Works 
of human Art, and the moft ufeful Machines and Conve- 
niences of Life. “The Subjects are treated with great Order 
and Perfpicuity ; the moft fimple and intelligible Propofitions 
are placed firft, and others more difficult regularly deduced 
from them. The Titlesof the feveral Lectures are as follow: 
I. Of the Extenfion, Divifibility, Figure, and Solidity of 
Matter. II, Of the Porofity, Compreflibility, and Elafticity 
of Bodies. If. Of the Mobility of Bodies ; where the Au- 
thor treats of the dead and living Forces, of the Laws of 
fimple Motion, of the Refiftance of Mediums, of Friction, 
and of the Mechanical perpetual Motion. IV. The Sequel 
of the Laws of fimple Motion. V Of compound Motion, 
and of central Forces. VI. Of Gravity. VIL. and VILL. Or 
the Nature and Properties of the Air. 

The firft of thefe Inquiries, concerning the Divifibility of 
Matter, is properly Scholaftic and Metaphytical, rather than 
a Subject of Experimental Philofophy. Our Author here 
difcufies that famous, and much-agitated Queftion, whether 
Matter be divifible ad infinitum? He obferves, that this 
Divifibility is cither ideal, or actual. If it be taken in the 
former Senfe, it is evident, fays he, that the Queftion may 
be anfwered in the Affirmative : for it is undeniable that in 
our Ideas, every Particle of Matter, however minute, is con- 
ceived as confifting of two Halves, and the Surfaces which 
include it, as really at a Diftance from each other. The 
only Doubt which remains, is, whether Nature be as power- 
ful as our Conception; and whether thofe little Portions 
of Extenfion which have an intire Contaét with each other, 
not penetrating each other’s Subftance, are upon that Ac- 
count actually divifible ? Our Author replies, that as Na- 
tural Philofophy proves nothing but by Faéts, and as no 
known Faé& is, in this Cafe, of fufficient Subtility, the Que 
ftion muft therefore remain undecided. 

In the fecond Leéture,’ concerning the Porofity of Bodies, 
there are feveral ingenious Experiments. ‘* The Porofity of 
** Bodies (fays our Author) is nothing elfe than the Vacuum, 
** which exiits between their folid Parts: And by this Word 
‘* Vacuum, we do not underftand Spaces abfolutely void of 
“¢ Matter ; for it is indifputable that the greater Part of thofe 
“* Interftices lodge certain Fluids, of which there are a 
‘< thoufand Proofs.” When a dry Sponge is plunged into 
Water, theAir is obferved to come out, as the Water penetrates 
it; and wher moift — dried, they become lighter = 

2 
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the Evaporation of that Fluid which they had imbibed b 

means of their Pores. Thefe foreign Particles fill up only 
the void Spaces of a larger Size: There are, without doubt, 
Pores of another Order, which are filled by finer and more 
attenuated Fluids; as we fee Fire and Light paffing through 
Bodies impenetrable to Water or to Air ; and probably there 
are {till finer Fluids to fill up fmaller Vacancies, till we come 
at laft to Interfticcs of an abfolute Vacuum. For our Author 
eftablifhes it as a general Propofition, that excepting only 
the Atoms, or abfolute Elements of Matter, every thing 
material is porous, folid Bodies a well.as Fluids ; that they 
differ, in this Refpeét, only as to the Number, Magnitude, and 
Difpofition of their Pores. 

Under the Heads of Friétion, and the Refiftance of Me- 
diums, our Author gives us his Sentiments concerning a 
perpetual mechanical Motion; which he proves to be impof- 
fible, by the following Argument: A Body cannot move, 
but in a Space ; there is no natural Place abfolutely void of 
Matter: On the other Hand, a Body, of whatever kind, can- 
not move, but cither upon a Surface, or round fome fixed 
Point ; in both Cafes there muft be a Fridtion, either upon 
the Surface, or at the central Point; and likewife another 
Impediment from the Refiftance of the Medium, through 
which the Body moves. Thus the Quantity of Motion im- 
preficd upon it is diminifhed by a double Obftacle ; fo that 
in order to produce a perpetual Motion, there fhould new 
Forces be procured every Initant o° Time, in order to re- 
pair thofe which are thus loft; but fuch a continual Supply 
of rew' Forces is contrary to the firft Law of Motion, by 
which all Louies preferve their prefent State, unlefs they be 
forced to depart from it by fome new Caufe. 

Thus we have feen our Author’s Candour in two remark- 
able Inftances; in denying the Plenum of his Countryman 
Des Cartes; and in arguing from Sir J/aac Newton’s firkt 
Law of Motion. We may therefore venture to affign 
the fame Caufe for thofe Objections, which he advances 
againit the Newtouian Do&trine of Attraction. He endea- 
vours to prove the Infufficiency of this Hypothefis, by a 
great Number of Phenomena. He obferves, that Newton 
f{ceing in the Bodies which furround us, feveral Effects which 
may be called Attractions, fufpe&ted that the Caufe of ’em 
Was univerfal : and fetting himfelf to meafure thofe Effects, 
Yather than to explain them, he fuppofed that all the Particles 
of Matter tended reciprocally towards each other ; and 
that two Bodies confequently attracted each other * - 

ire¢ 
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dire& Proportion of their Quantities of Matter ; fo that if 
one contained twice as much Matter as the other, its attrac 
tive Force would be double that of the other. He alfo 
concluded, that this Tendency, or attractive Force, could 
not be equal at different Diftances ; and there were fome 
Reafons which made him believe that Attraction, like all other 
Powers which are propagated fpherically, was in the inverfe 
Proportion of the Squares of the Dittances ; that is, that at 
twice the Diftance, it would be four ‘Times lefs ; at thrice, nine 
Times; and fo on, multiplying the Diftance by itfelf, to mea 
fure the Decreafe of Attraction among Bodies fo diftant. And as 
the Globe itfelf fo infinitely exceeds the Quantity of folid Exten- 
fion in all other Bodies at Hand, fo itis no wonder, that its At- 
traction fhould overcome all their inferior attractive Powers. 
To judge of Newtou’s Hypothetis, it was neceflary to apply it 
to detached Bodics. This 5ir//aac himfelf undertook: he fought 
for Proofs among the heavenly Bodies, and there he found 
fo great a Conformity with his own general Law, that the 
World imagines he difcovered the great Secret of Nature. 
Our Author allows the great Plaufibilirty which accrues to the 
Newtonian Doctrine, when it is applied to the Motions of the 
heavenly Bodies ; but denies that his Attraction is a general 
Property or Law of Matter, becaufe of feveral Phenomena, 
where Bodies attraét each other, in Contradiction to the 
attractive Force of the Globe, and where their attractive 
Powers are quite inconfiftent with thofe which his Doétrine 
fuppofes, with refpect to their Diitances andQuantity of Matter. 
Moft of our Author’s other Difcourfes are of too Ma- 
thematical a Nature to be infifted on here : but his two laft on 
the Properties of the Atmofphere, contain fuch ufeful and 
entertaining Knowledge, as better fuits our general Defign. It 
is certain that the Air is a Pluid, whofe Parts are fimilar to each 
other; and this Fluidity feems eflential to its Nature; for 
we fee Liquors change their Form and turn folid, by Cold, 
Compreffion, and other Caufes; but no Caufe in Nature 
produces the fame Effect upon Air. The Figure of its Par- 
ticles it is dificult to aflign: We know that they can not 
pafs through moiiten’d Paper, and we know that the Parti- 
cles of Water can; but we are not therefore authorized to 
conclude, that thofe of Water are finer and lefs entangled 
with each other. If one might be allowed a meer Conjec- 
ture, fays our Author, the integrant Parts of Air might be 
conceiv’d as little contorted Filaments, inthe Form of flexible 
and elaftic fpiral Lines: Their Aflemblage will almoft refem- 
ble that of the Fibres of carded Wool, which by Preffure 
may be reduced into a fmaller Volume, and endeavour to 
expand 
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expand themfelves to their former State. But this our Author 
advances as nothing certain or decifive in the Queftion. We 
fhall not infift on his Explications of a dry and moiff Air ; 
nor on the Experiments which prove its Gravity. It is diffi- 
cult to compare its Gravity with that of any other Liquor, 
becaufe of the Dilatation and Contraétion which all Fluids 
fuffer from Heat and Cold. Water and Air compared 
in the Month of Fune, have neither of them the fame Gra- 
vity as in the Month of ‘fanuary; and their Degrees of Con- 
denfation and Expantion, from Cold and Heat, do not preferve 
a regular Proportion betwixt the two Fluids. Befides, they 
are mixed with heterogeneous Bodies. Our Author obferves 
likewife, that there are fome Waters which, at the fame De- 
gree of Heit and Cold, differ fenfibly among themfelves, as 
to their comparative Weight. We have feveral Experiments 
to calculate the Compreffion and Expanfion of Air. This 
Latter may be made to exceed three hundred and thirty-fix 
Times the Volume which the fame Air occupies, when it 
keeps up the Mercury at twenty-eight Inches. The Effects 
of Heat and Cold are alfo remarkable upon the fame Fluid. 
One Effect of Heat is to augment its Volume. Another 
Effect is to augment its Elafticity in Proportion of the com- 
prefling Force. Air is founc,¢jn the Heat of boiling Water, 
to occupy a Space feven tirkes as large as in the common 
Heat of Summer. Another very remarkable Property, is, 
that Air is neceflary to the Accenfion or Inflammation of 
combuftible Matter. In an empty Receiver, the Flame of 
a Cardle goes out ; and Gunpowder, inftead of making its Ex- 
plofion, is diffipated in Smoke, and without any Noife. Thefe 
Appearances admit of a ey probable Explanation. For if 
Flame confift in a vibrating Motion, imprinted upon the Par- 
ticles of combuftible Bodies ; that Vibration cannot appear 
but in an elaftic Mcdium capable of Re-action ; and this like- 
wife informs us, why Fire burns fo much ftronger and clear- 
er in Winter than in Summer: For in Winter, the Air is 

much more elaftic. 
Our Author proceeds to examine Air in its State of Im- 
ifonment within the Pores of folid Bodies ; for all Bodies, 
luids not excepted, contain much Air within their Pores. 
By Means of an exhaufted Receiver, this Air is very plainly 
perceiv’d difengaging itfelf from its Confinement, when 
once the Preffure of the external Atmofphere is remov’d. 
On this Occafion our Author obferves, that it is not univer- 
fally true, that Bodies are better preferv’d in a Vacuum than 
in open Air; for if they have any Principle of Fermen- 
tation, when they lofe the Air which was contain’d . their 
Ores, 
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Pores, their internal Parts are left at Liberty to an inteftine 
Motion, which disjoints their natural and proper Compofi- 
tion. It is fomething hard to conceive how fo great a 
Quantity of Air can be lodg’d in the Pores of Bodies, with- 
out feeming to be comprefs’d, or exerting its Elafticity ; 
tho’ it occupies a hundred, or one hundred and fifty Times 
lefs Space than in its natural Condition. Neither does it feem 
at all, in this Confinement, to contribute to the Compreffi- 
bility or Dilatability of Bodies. Our Author is fenfible of 
the Difficulty of accounting for this: he gives M. A/arraa’s 
Solution of it; by fuppofing that the Particles of Air are 
here mix’d with fome heterogeneous, hard, and unelaftic 
Particles, which hinder the aérial Filaments from touching 
each other, and from : ing upon each other with their na- 
tive Elafticity. ‘ 

In the eleventh and laft Le&ture, our Author goes on to 
confider the Air; 1. as a Fluid at reft, preffing equally upon 
all the Parts of the Globe; receiving different Subftances 
from it; fometimes fupporting thofe Subftances, fometimes 
returning them; and tranfmitting Heat and Cold, as far as 
it receives them. 2. He confiders it as a Fluid agitated by 
Motions differently modified. Under the firft Head, he cal- 
culates the total Weight and Altitude of the Atmofphere. 
It is generally allow’d that its Preflure decreafes in fuch a 
Proportion as we rife from the Surface of the Globe; that an 
Afcent of twelve Fathoms from the Height of the Sea, will 
fink the Mercury in the Barometer about one Third of an 
Inch; but this Decreafe muft vary in going ftill further 
upwards, becaufe the Denfity of the Atmofphere gradually 
leflens, in Proportion as its perpendicular Altitude leffens. 
Which makes it impoffible to define with Certainty its whole 
Altitude and Weight ; tho’ feveral Calculations have been made 
concerning them. As for thofe Subftances which the Air 
receives from the Earth, our Author divides them into Va- 
pours and Exhalations; the firlt being of the Nature of 
Water, the other of a mix’d Kind, and admitting of various 
Modifications, fo as to produce the feveral Sorts of Meteors. 
Thefe laft he diftinguifhes into watry Meteors, fuch as Rain, 
Hail, and the like ; and into /uminous Meteors, fuch as Thunder, 
Light’ning, and the 4urera Borealis : which latter Sort he re- 
ferves for fome future Volume, when he comes to treat of 
Light and Fire. 

Vith refpect to watry Meteors, ‘‘ In the Day-time, fays 
** our Author, the Rays of the Sun heat both the Earth and 
§* the Air which furrounds it When the Sun fets, that 

‘6 Heat 
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Heat Ieflens by Degrees; but it remains longeft in the 
** denfeft Bodies ; fo that during the Night, the Earth and 
s¢ Water are generaliy hotter than the Air. Then the Mat- 
*¢ ter of this Heat or Fire, endeavouring to expand itfelf 
*‘ uniformly, pafles from the Earth to the Air, and carries 
*¢ along with it the moft fubtile Particles of Terreftrial 
‘¢ Bodies, which it detaches and animates by its Motion.” 
Hence the loweft Part of the Atmofphere receives the greateft 
Quantity of thofe evaporated Particles; which caufes the 
Damp or Mil-dew. But at Sun-rife, Heat begins to fpread 
again thro’ the Air ; which confequently dilating itfelf, lets 
fall the fineft of thofe evaporated Particles; which is the 
Origin of Dew. But this Dew differs from that which ap- 
pears on the Surface of Plants ; for that is the Effect of their 
own Perfpiration. All Dews depofite a Slime ; which fhews 
that they have fome heterogeneous Subftance, befides pure 
Water; and fometimes Water forms the leaft Part of the 
Dew, as in the Gums of Plants. ‘Towards the End of Au- 
tumn, when the Nights grow long, the Earth has a longer 
Time to grow cool; and then the Particles of the evapo- 
rated Water freeze, and form the Hoar-Froft, which melts 
foon aiter the Sun appears. Thefe Particles of hoar Froft 
are often rais’d into the Atmofphere by a dry Wind, and 
form AGifis or Fogs, which are often mix’d with Mineral 
Exhalations, as their bad Smell difcovers. Mifis are moft 
frequent in Winter, becaufe the greater Cold more readily 
condenfes the Vapours, and does not fuffer them to rife high 
enough to be Clouds. In this Manner our Author goes on 
thro’ all the feveral Sorts of Vapours and watry Meteors ; 
we cannot however pafs over his Account of the Water- 
Spout; which is a thick Cloud, in the Form of a Cylinder, 
or an inverted Cone: it throws round it much Hail or Rain, 
and makes a Noife like the Toffings of a ftormy Sea: it over- 
turns Houfes and Trees wherever it pafles ; and if it happen 
to light upon a Ship, that Ship is inevitably funk. ‘The 
Sailors endeavour always to get out of its Reach ; and if they 
cannot avoid it, try to break its Force by firing Cannon at 
it. Several. Hypothefes have been contriv’d to explain its 
Origin and Formation: the moft. probable is, that it arifes 
from two opofite Winds. ftriking the fame Cloud in parallel 
Directions, and fo giving it a. violent Rotation. 

Our Author proceeds to the Motions of the Atmofphere, 
which he divides into Sounds and Winds. Sounds may. be 
confider’d with refpect, 1. To the fonorous Body: 2. = 

c 
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the Medium which tranfimits it: 3. To the Organ of Per- 
écption. 

The third Head, our Author does not meddle with, as be- 
longing rather to Metaphyficks. Sound arifes from the Col- 
lilion of two Bodies, whofe Clafhing gives a Motion to the 
furrounding Fluid. Soxorous Bodies are thofe whofe Sounds 
are diftinct, and may be compar’d with cach other, for fome 
Time. The mott elaftick Bodies are moft fonorous. The 
Vibrations of a Bell, and of a Cord, when ftruck, are almoft 
fimilar ; except that the Vibrations of the former are alter- 
nately oval, and the latter in the Form of a Parallellogram. 
If we touch a founding Body with the Hand, its Sound ceafes ; 
becaufe the Touch is an Obftacle to its Vibrations ; the fame 
Effect happens if a Bell be crack’d; becaufe the Vibrations 
cannot proceed from one Side of the Crack to another, there 
being there a Solution of Continuity. On the fame Prin- 
ciples, we may explain that remarkable Appearance of a 
Glafs flying in Pieces, by the Sound of a Voice, when it 
gains its Unifon: for then, the Vibrations of the Glafs are 
prodigioufly increas’d; and net being able to perform them, 
but by a receding of its Parts from each other, it is immedi- 
ately broke by the Impetus of the moving Air. Air is the 
natural and proper Medium of Sound ; but according to our 
Author, not the only one: for he thinks that folid Bodies 
ferve for its Propagation. He advances feveral Facts in Fa- 
vour of his Sentiment. Sound in a Water purg’d of Air, 
is tranfmitted to the Atmofphere ; and our Author, contra 
to the Opinion of other Philofophers, thinks that Water is 
fo compreffible as to be able to convey Sound. He examines 
at great Length the Swiftnefs of Sound, or the Time which 
it requires to pafs over a given Space; and from feveral Ex- 
periments, he fixes it at one Hundred and feventy Fathoms 
in a Second of Time. As Elaitick Bodies are moft fonorous, 
it fhould follow that a condens’d Air, being more elaftick, 
fhould alfo tranfmit Sound to a greater Diftance than common 
Air: which is found accordingly to be true in Fa&. For b 
placing a Bell within a Receiver, it was found that an Air 
condens’d to twice the Denfity of the external Atmofphere, 
convey’d Sound to twice the Diftance; and at thrice the 
Denfity, to thrice the Diftance, which it reach’d when tranf- 
mitted only thro’ common Air. So that the Intenfenefs of 

ound is in direét Proportion to the Denfity and Elafticity 
of the Air. 

The ilaft Article of this Work is concerning the Winds. 


Wind is nothing clfe than agitated Air; a Portion of the 
Vor. Il. i At- 
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Atmofphere which moves, as in a Current, with a certain 
Swiftnefs and Direction. The Winds are diftinguifhed into 
fevera] Sorts; fome of which are call’d general, or conftant, 
becaufe they blow without ceafing in a certain Part of the 
Atmofphere ; fuch are the Trade-Winds, which blow con- 
tinually between the Tropics. Other Winds are periodical, 
or begin and end at a certain Time of Year, or at certain 
Elours of the Day: as thofe which the French call Mouj- 
funs, which are South-Eaft, from Oétober to May, and 
North-Welt from May to O@cter, between the Coaft of 
Yranguebax rand the Ifland of Madagafcar ; and the Sea- 
Wind, and the Land-Wind, the former rifing at Morning, 
the latter at Evening. Other Winds are variable, as well 
with refpeét to their Direction, as to their Swiftnefs and 
Duration. The Hiftory of Winds is better known than their 
Caufes. We know in general that they proceed from a 
Want of Equilibrium in the Air ; and feveral Caufes deftroy- 
ing that Equilibrium, will of courfe produce Winds. Such are 
Cold, Heat, Sulphureous, and other Exhalations from Grot- 
toes and particular Soils, with their different Mixtures and 
Fermentations. The Clouds, and their Motions and various 
Clathings, may alfo comprehend various Caufes of Winds. 

M. Nollet has got a confiderable Reputation by this Work ; 
and the Publick waits impatiently to fee the other Volumes, 
which he has promis’d. 


4n ASTRONOMICAL PARADOX. 


UR beft Aftronomers affert, That the Moon turns once 
round her own Axis in the fame Time exaétly that foe is 
going round the Earth, the Center of ber Orbit, by which 
Means fhe always keeps the fame Face towards Us; and that 
this Axis is not perpendicular to the Plane of her Orbit, but oblique. 
I call This a Paradox, becaufe of the Difficulty arifing in 

it from the Confiderations following. 

In looking for a Proof of the firft Part of it, we find one 
advanc’d in Dr. S'Gravesanpe’s Mathematical Elements of 
Plhyficks, Book 1V, Chap. 7. Definition 8, which being at- 
tended to, fhews, both by the Difcourfe and the Figure refer’d 
to, that in his Argument there, he affumes the Axis of the 
Moon as perpendicular to the Plane of her Orbit ; and, after 
reafoning upon it as he thinks proper, he leaves us to infer, 
that the Refult muft be the fame in the Appearance of the 
Moon, tho’ her Axis be oblique to that Plane. 

But 
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But if it be true that the fame Effe& muft proceed from an 
oblique Axis as from a perpendicular one, then (unlefs fome 
peculiar Property can be fhewn to belong to the particular 
Degree of the afferted Obliquity) it muft be true of all poffi- 
ble Inclinations of the Axis between its being perpendicular 
and its lying in the Plane of its Orbit. Yet it is not poffible 
to conceive, but that if the Inclination were /arge, and con- 
fequently exhibiting to us a confiderable Tract about each 
Pole, we fhould, by her Motion round that Axis, moft -cer- 
tainly /ee the Spots about the Poles continually changing their 
Situations ; and tho’ her fame Hemifphere were always next 
us, yet it would vary its Appearance to us by the fucceffive 
different Bearings of each Spot to its Pole. The Spot feen 
on one Side of the Pole, when fhe is within three Days and 
a half of her greateft Latitude, muft certainly in about feven 
Days Time appear to be got half Way over to the other Side, 
as it will then have made one fourth Part of its Circuit round 
the Pole. This Shifting of the Spots would be mo/ vifible at 
the Moon’s Equator ; and there, not only in the Cafe of a 
large Obliquity of her Axis to her Orbit, but in the /malle/f 
whatever. 

Doétor Harris, in the later Editions of his Lexicon Tech- 
nicum, under the Word Moon, gives us the fame Proof of 
the Moon’s turning on her Axis, exprefs’d indeed in 
other Words, but refting on the fame Aflumption of the 
Perpendicularity of that Axis to its Orbit : on which Affump - 
tion he founds his Affertion, that ** Of the Moon’s two Mo- 
*¢ tions, the one round her Orbit, and the other round her 
*¢ Axis, one Motion as much converts her to, as the other 
*¢ turns her from the Earth.” Words quite unapplicable to 
the Cafe of a Rotation oblique and tranfverfe to the Direc- 
tion of the orbicular Motion. 

Thefe two Authors, being fome of the lateft Writers in this 
Science, muft be fuppos’d to give us the Strength of all that 
had been faid on the Subjeé& by thofe who went before them. 

But now, if the Affumption of thefe Gentlemen and their 
Reafoning upon it be right, the Axis of the Moon cannot 
have the Obliquity afcrib’d to it. If, on the other Hand, it 
be certain from any Phenomena that it has that Obliquity, 
then the Affumption is fallacious, and we have loft our Proof 
that the Moon’s conftant Keeping of the fame Face towards 
us is owing to her turning on her own Axis. 

N. B. There is another gratis Suppofition imply’d in the faid 
Gentlemen’s Argument; viz. That a Body moving in an 
Orbit, and carrying all its  aemeeaes parallel to a 

2 oes 
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does mot turn on an Axis with'n itfelf ; whereas it is certain, 
that if whilft that Body is going in its Orbit from Weft ‘to 
Eaft, you caufe it to turn in the fame Time on an Axis 
within itfelf from Eaft to Weft, it will carry every Diame- 
ter in it parallel to itfelf, notwithftanding fuch Rotation cn 
its Axis. 





HISTORICAL MEMOIRS. 


Tb: Hiftory and Political Interefts of PRUSSIA, 


continued and concluded. 


RepERIcK W1Li1aM, Prince Royal of Pruffia, and elce- 
iz toral Prince of : Brandenburg, fuccecded his Father i in all his 
Dominions, finifhed the imperfect Negociation of Peace in which 
that Prince was engaged at the Time of his Demife, and entered 
into a clofer Correfpondence than moit of his Predeccfiors 
with the Court of Frazee. He had not been long fezted on 
the Throne, before he found himéelf involved in fome 
Difputes with the Crown of Sweden, occalioned chiefly by 
the marching of Troops through the different Parts of his 
Dominions, as well by the Sweavs, as by the Powers engag- 
ed in War againft them. His ~~ a jefty « endeavoured 
firft to have compromifed Matters amicably ; but that being 
found impracticable, he perceived himfelf 2 at i aft obliged to en- 
ter into that War in Conjun@ion with cther eg confe- 
derated againft Sweden ; which ended in driving the Swedes en- 
tirely out ef Germany, and depriving them of all that G: flac us 
Adolphus and his Succetlors hac acquired in the Empire. | But 
notwithftanding this great Succefs, his Pruffic x Mijcity con- 
fented, under the Mediation of his late Britarnick Majefty 
King George I. to certain Preliminary Articles for a Peace 
with Sweden, which were figned the eighteenth of Auguf? 1719, 
and afterwards were digefted into a Trezty, that was 
concluded at Steckbolm between the two Crowns, Fanuary 
10, 1720. By the third Article of which T remap the Crown 
of Sweden vields in Perpetuity to his Prujicn Majefty, his 
Heirs and Succeffors, the City of Stetin, the | Diftriet between 
theOder and the Rdive, with the IMlands of //cilin and Ujedom, 
with all the Rights granted to the Crown of Sweden by the 

Empe- 
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Emperor and Empire, to the faid Places,by the rothArticle of 
the Treaty of Weftphalia. And by the nineteenth Article of 
this Treaty, the Crown of Sweden yields farther the Towns 
of Dam and Golnaw, on the other Side the Oder, with the 
Territories belonging to them: In Confideration of which, 
his Prujfian Majefty undertook no longer to affift the Ene- 
mies of Sweden, to promote to the utmoft of his Power the 
intended general Peace between her and her Neighbours, to 
fatisfy the Mortgages and Incumbrances on the Places 
yielded to him, contracted by the Crown of Sweden ; 
2s alfo to pay two millions of Rix-Dollars te that Crown 
at three different Payments. By this Treaty his Pruffan 
Majefty acquired a great Acceffion of Territory, to which, as 
we have fhewn before, his Family had very fair Pretenfions as 
Succeflors to the Dukes of Pomerania ; and by this Acquifi- 
tion gained a free Communication with the Baltick, which 
was of as great or greater Confequence than the Revenue of the 
Places thus acquired ; and contributed highly to the Benefit 
of other Parts of his Pruffian Mujefty’s Dominions, 

The fame Temper and Difpofition which his Pru/ffan 
Majefty fhewed in the Management of this important Affair, 
appeared in a!! the fubfequent Tranfactions of his Life ; that 
is to fay, he was always careful to maintain and fupport his 
own Dignity, to fecure his Dominions, to make himfelf re- 
{pe&ted by his Neighbours, and to be conftantly in fuch a 
Pofture as might prevent his being hurt by any unforefeen 
Accident ; and give him an Opportunity, where the Circum- 
itances of Things would permit it, of turning any fuch Acci- 
dent to his Advantage. It was with this View, that he 
kept always on Foot between eighty and a hundred thoufand 
regular Troops, well paid, and perfectly well difciplined ; at 
the fame time that he was no lefs caretul of his Revenues, as 
being thoroughly fenfible, that if ever a War became new 
ceflary, Treafure would be as needful as Troops. This Con- 
duct of his, though it expofed him to the Cenfure of fome 
fhallow Politicians, was perfectly agreeable to his own Cir- 
cumitances, and to the general Syftem of Affairs in Europe. 
It preferved all his Dominions, though feparated and detach- 
ed from each other, from running any Rifque; it made 
him confidered as the moft Powerful Potentate in Germany, 
next the Houfe of 4ufria; and it gave him an Opportuni- 
ty of promoting his Intereft upon every Motion of the 
Balance of Power, without actually engaging in a War. Upon 
thefe Motives he entered into the famous Treaty of Hanaven, 
concluded the third of September 1725, with their moft 

Chriftian 
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Chriftian and Britannick Majefties ; and tho’ the Bounds of this 
Article will not allow us to enter into Particulars, yet we 
may fafely venture to affirm in general, that he managed 
that, and the many fubfequent Negociations that followed 
from it, with great Dexterity, and fo as to turn every In- 
cident as much as it was poflible to his own Advantage. 
We have already fhewed the Pretenfions formed by the 
Houfe of Brandenburgh, on the Succeffion of his Majefty 
King William Ill. as Prince of Orange; and have taken 
Notice of the Difpute occafioned by the Will of that Mo- 
narch, in favour of his Coufin the Prince of Nafau Frize, 
which fubfifted for many Years; and for terminating of 
which, a Negociation was fet on Foot in 1722, which end- 
ed ten Years afterwards, in a Treaty concluded at Ber/in, 
May 13, 1732. By this Treaty the Principality of Orange 
and all the Dominions of the Family of Chalon in France, are 
yielded to his Pruffian Majefty, anda Ceffion thereof by him 
to the King of France, by the Treaty figned at Utrecht the 
firft of Augu/? 1713, are confirmed by the Prince of Naffau 
Frieze. \t is agreed that his Highnefs fhall take the Title 
and Arms of Orange, but without prejudice to the Royal 
Houfe of Prufia, by whom the Title and Arms of that 
Principality are likewife to be born. His Pruffian Majefty 
was by this Treaty to have for himfelf, his Heirs and Succef- 
fors, as his Share of the Succeflion beforementioned, the 
Principality of Meurs, the County of Lingen, the Diftri& 
of Montfort, the Lordthip of upper and lower Swaluwe, the 
Lordthips of Naltwick, Hoenderland, Wateringen, Orange- 
Polder, and s’Gravefand, the Cuftoms of Gennep, the Ba- 
rony of Herfal entire, the Lordfhip of Turnhout, the Houfe 
at the Hague, called the Old Court, and the Houfe of Hon/- 
laardyck. All the reft of the Succeffion is left to the Prince 
of Orange, who charges himfelf with all the Debts of the Family; 
and all the Penfions payable to certain Perfonstherein mention’d, 
and Demands of the Houfe of Orange on the Crown of Spain,'for 
an annual Penfion of fifty thoufand Florins, as well as a Debt of 
one hundred and twenty thoufand Crowns, are affigned to the 
Prince, with the King’s Promife to afiift him with his Inte- 
reft at that Court, to procure a Satisfaction for them. This 
definitive Treaty, by which an End was put to a very per- 
plexed and troublefome Affair, was ratified by his Pruffian 
Majefty on the thirtieth of May, by the Prince of Orange 
on the thirtieth of ‘fune following ; and notified to their 
High Mightinefles the States General, who had charged them- 
feives with the Adminiftration of the faid Succeffion. 
The 
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of his Dominions, and to avoid, as far as he was able, tak- 
ing any Share whatever in the Difturbances of Europe, in- 
duced him to aét with great Caution and Referve when a 
War broke out between his late Imperial Majefty Cha. VI. and 
the Kings of France and Spain, in Reference to the Election 
of the King of Poland. There is no doubt, that both the 
Houfes of Auffria and Bourbon were extremely preffing in 
their Inftances to his Pruffian Majefty to enter into this Dif- 
pute, by which, in all Probability, the Scale muft have turn- 
ed either Way, according to his Pleafure ; fince it was very 
apparent, that if the Election of King Staniflaus had been 
immediately fupported by a tolerable Force, the Affections of 
the Poles would have fhewn themfelves much more effec- 
tually than they did; and on the other hand, it is no lefs 
evident, that if the King of Pruffia had declared abfo- 
lutely on the other fide, the Party for King Staniflaus could 
not have made any Refiftance at all, but muft have fub- 
mitted immediately. But no Intreaties could prevail upor 
that wife Monarch to ac on either fide in this Difpute, by 
which, no doubt, he was a very confiderable Gainer. It is 
true,that tho’ he gave K. a no Affiftance in fupport of 
his Pretenfions, yet after the Ruin of his Affairs, and the 
clofe Siege of the City of Dantzick, he fuffered that Prince 
to take Shelter in his Dominions, where he was treated with 
all the Refpect due to a crown’d Head; and with the Re- 
mittances he received from France kept up a great Court, 
and lived at a vaft Expence, which was of confiderable Ufe 
in that Part of his Prujfian Majefty’s Dominions. There 
were many People, who from their Attachment to the Houfe 
of Auftria, treated this Conduct of his as unworthy of a 
King, and inconfiftent with his Obligations to the Empe- 
ror; but fuch were certainly too hafty, and had not fuffi- 
ciently reflected, that the Obligations of a Prince to his Sub- 
jects are infinitely fuperior to thofé he contracts with his Al- 
lies ; and that with refpect to the Safety. of his Dominions, 
and the true Intereft of the Crown of Pruffia, he was not 
at all bound to interfere farther than by good Offices in this 
Difpute ; fo that the Meafures he took as a Sovereign and 
independent Prince were certainly right. As to the Engage- 
ments he was under, as Member of the Empire, they were 
fo punctually complied with, that his Imperial Maj had 
no Reafon to complain. The fame Method in refpect to 
all other Affairs his Majefty of Prujia conftantly took, 

thewing 
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fhewing himfelf alike prepared for War and inclined to 
Peace: for tho’ he made his Troops his Delight, and led 
all his Days rather a Military than a Court Life, yet this 
was more with a View to fave Expence, to keep his 
Troops in Motion, and to maintain ftrict Difcipline, than 
with any Thoughts of diftreffing or difturbing his Neigh- 
bours. Inthe later Years of his Life the King was dropfi- 
cal, and in a very bad State of Health; fo that he was fre- 
quently thought to be near his End, and yet recovered. At 
Jaft he was carried off by a fhort Illnefs, on the 31ft of AZay 
1740, in the 52d Year of his Age; and tho’ like other 
Princes, he had his Failings and Faults; among which the 
Love of Money, and draining it by various unpopular 
Methods out of thePurfes of his Subjects was the chief ; yet in 
refpect to his great Regard for Juftice, his prudent C®cono- 
my, ftrict Frugality, and Eafinefs of Accefs, he was much 
commended ; and with regard to the general Maxims of his 
Politicks, they are like to do more Credit to his Memory, 
than they acquired him Glory while living. 

This Monarch efpoufed in his Father’s Lifetime the Princefs 
Sophia Dorothea of Hanover, Sifter to his prefent Britannick 
Majefty, who was born the 16th of AZarch 1687, and is now 
Queen Dowager of Prufia, by whom he left a numerous 
Iffue ; viz. Charles-Frederick his Succeflor, Villiam-Auguflus 
Prince Royal of Prujia, born Augu/? gth 1722, who efpoul- 
ed the Princefs Louifa Amelia of Brunfwick .Wolfembuttle, 
by whom he has a Son; Frederick- Henry Prince ot Pruffia, 
born Fanuary 8th 1726; Augu/tus-Ferdinand Prince of Pruf- 
fia, born May 234 1730 3 Frederica-Augufta Princefs Royal 
of Pruffia, born the 3d of “Fuly 1709 ; and who on the 20th 
of November 1731, efpoufed the Hereditary Prince of Bran- 
denburg Bareith ; Frederica-Louija Princels of Pruffia, born 
September 28th 1714, who on the 30th of May 1729, 
efpoufed the Margrave of Anfpach ; Dorothea Sophia Princefs 
of Pruffia, born the 26th of ‘Fanuary 1719, and married the 
10th of November 1734, to the Margrave Frederick-Wil- 
liam of Schwed; Lousfa-Ulrica Princeis of Pruffa, born 
April 24th 1720, who on Fuly 17th, 1744, married Adolphus- 
Frederick Duke of Hol/tein-Eutien, elected Succeffor to the 
Crown of Sweden; Anna-Amelia Princefs of Pruffia, born 
November gth, 1723. 

CHARLES-FREDERICK, the prefent King of Pruffia and 
Elector of Brandenburgh, was born Fanuary 24th, 1712, 
and confequently was in the 29th Year of his Age when he 

mounted 
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mounted the Throne ; and in his Father’s Lifetime epoufed 
the Princefs Elizabeth-Chriftina of Brunfwick Welfembuttles 
born November 8th, 1715. He began his Reign with an A& 
of the greateft Generolity; for whereas it was publickly 
known that his Marriage was a pure Act of Obedience to 
his Father, abfolutely againft his own Confent, and there- 
fore never confummated, every body expected that his firft 
Care would have been to have taken the Opinion of fome 
of the Proteftant Univerfities in Germany, in order to have 
got it diffolved: But when that Princefs, in apna with 
the Queen-dowager, came to compliment him upon his Ac- 
ceffion, he addrefied her in the following Terms. You are 
fenfible, Madam, that your becoming Princefs Royal was con- 
trary to my Inclination ; but having obferved the Amiablenefs of 
your Behaviour, and the Regard that you have fhewn for 
my Perfon, I find my felf under a Neceffity of making you hit 
able Returns ; and now therefore that I ama King, I acknow- 
ledge you for my Queen-Confort, and the lawful Partner of my 
Throne and Bed. it is impoffible to exprefs the Surprize and 
Joy of the whole Court upon this Declaration, a Declaration 
which every body defired. but no body expected ; and which 
gave the greateft Hopes of a Reign that opened with fo ex 
traordinary a Mark of Juftice, Tendernefs, and Gene- 
rofity. 

The very opening of this young Monarch’s Government, 
drew the Attention of allEurope, and gave his Neighbours very 
juft Ideas of what might be expected in the Progrefs of it. 
He had been but indifferently treated in his Father’s Life- 
time ; and there were many who dreaded his Refentments ; 
but he punifhed no Body except the Counfellor Eckard, whom 
he ordered to depart his Dominions, becaufe he ‘had been a 
~~ Devifer of Taxes, and the principal Inftrument of the 

te King in laying Burthens upon his Subjects ; fo that in his 
Manner of treating him, the new Monarch fhewed that he 
could avenge theWrongs done to hisPeople, tho’ he was at the 
fame Time patient under his own. -He was no fooner adorn- 
ed with the Crown, than he declared himfelf a Protetor of 
Learning ; and by a Letter written with his own Hand in- 
vited the famous Mr. Maupertuis from Paris, to take upon 
him the Direction of the Academy of Berlin; or, as the King 
himfelf elegantly exprefied it, to graft the Slips of true Sci- 
ence on the wild Stocks in the North. But I forget the pro- 
per Bufinefs of this Article, while I pretend to draw the 
Pidure of a Prince, whofe great Qualities are fo numerous, 
that they would require more Room than I have left, fhould 
l attempt their Defcription. will content my felf therefore 
ie with 
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with a bare Detail of the principal Faéts of his Reign, that ] 
may keep within due Bounds, and referve the reft for ano- 
ther Part of this Work, where they fhall be treated more 
at large, and with greater Propriety, in as much as the pre- 
fent Hiftory of Eurcpe cannot be compleatly written without 
giving at the fame Time a copious Detail of what his Pruf- 
fran Majefty has contrived and performed. 

In the Account which has been given of his Father’s Reign, 
it has been fhewn, that tho’ he took care to put his Army 
on a better Foot than any of his Predeceflors, yet he was 
very far from being inclined to War, which probably arofe 
from the Circumftances of the Affairs of Europe in his Time; 
but whatever his Motives were, moft certain it is, that he 
was rather careful in afcertaining his Rights, than in affert- 
ing them, as appears from his fuffering the Bifhop and Prince 
of Liege to continue in the Poffefiion of the Barony of He- 
rftall, which had been yielded to the King as a Part of the Suc- 
ceffion of the late King illiam, and oftering to compromife 
his Difpute with that relate for 100,000 Florins, which how- 
ever he could not obtain: But upon the new King’s coming 
to the Pofleffion of his Dominions, and going to receive the 
Homage of the Dutchy of Cleves, he demanded the fame of 
the Inhabitants of Her/fall, who pofitively refus’d it, alledg- 
jing that they were, and had been always Subjects to the 
Prince of Liege. ‘The King, to cut this Difpute thort, fent a 
Body of his Forces into that Bifhoprick, who took Poffeffion 
of Mafeyk, and who declared they had their Mafter’s Orders 
to live at Difcretion, till he had received Satisfaction for his 
Barony of Herftall. It was on the 14th of September 1740, 
that the Prujian Troops entered his Territories, upon which 
the Bifhop of Liege publifhed a long Manifetto, fetting forth 
the great Injury that had been done to him, but confefling 
at the Clofe, that the Price fet by the late King of Prufia 
was very moderate; and that he had offered to pay him In- 
tereft for that Sum at the Rate of Four per Cent. which was 
better than fo much ready Money. He complained at the 
{ame Time to the Courts of Vienna and Paris; but while he 
was thus bufy in drawing Memorials, and making Complaints, 
the Pruffian Troops liv’d on at Difcretion ; fo that at laft 
he was forced to fend two Deputies to Berlin, to put an End 
to this Difpute, who were obliged to confent that his Pru/- 
fian Majefiy fhould reecive 200,000 Florins for his Pretenii- 
ons upon Herftall ; and the Money being paid on the 23d 
of Ofober in the Evening, the Pru/fsian Forces evacuated 
Majfeys the next Morning. Thus, according to his new Me- 
thod, the King ended’ this Comtroverfy without-a Law- 
fuit. : It 
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J¢ was not only with the Bifhop of Liege that his Majefty 
had Difputes ; for about the fame the Duke de Chevreufe, and 
the Marquis de Ne/le fet up their refpeétive Claims to the Prin- 
cipality of Neufchatel, againft what they were pleafed to call 
the King of Praujfia’s Uturpation ; and the former fent an Ad- 
vocate of the Parliament of Paris, the latter two Advocates 
of the Parliament of Be/aucon, to aflert their Claims ; but the 
Governor of Neufchatel decided the Matter prefently, by di- 
recting that they thould quit the Principality in 24 Hours, on 
Pain of being treated as Criminals. ‘This, however, was but 
a Prelude to the great Stroke of all, by which his Majefty , 
added the rich and fruitful Country of Silefa to his Domi- 
nions; which, however, has been the Occafion of the pre- 
fent general War; and therefore the Reader will expect that 
we thould be a little more particular in the Account of 
this Tranfaction. We have already fhown that the Houfe of 
Brandenburgh had a very fair Title to the Principality of Fagen- 
dorf, and other Territories in that Country, which the Em- 
peror notwithftanding united to the Kingdom of Bohemia ; 
but as the Eleétor ftill kept up his Claim, and the Houfe of 
Aufiria had great Need of his Affiftance, it was found ne- 
cellary to give him fome Satisfaction; and accordingly a 
Treaty was fet on Foot at Berlin in 1686, whereby it was 
ftipulated, that the Elector fhould renounce the Pretenfions 
of his Houfe to the Principalities of ‘fagendorf, Lignitz, Brieg, 
and Wolau, upon Condition that the Emperor fhould yield to 
the Elector the Territory of Schwibus. The Baron de Fry- 
tag, who managed this Negotiation for the Court of Vienna, 
with the Elector Frederick LU, fet on foot at the fame time 
another clandeftine Treaty with the Electoral Prince Frede- 
rick, who was afterwards Frederick II], Ele&tor of Branden- 
burgh, tho’ he is generally called Frederick I, becaufe he was 
the firft King of Prujia. The Nature of this fecret Nego- 
tiation was very dark; for there were “fome Family Difputes, 
in which the Emperor threatned to take Part againft the 
Prince, if, at the fame Time his Father fubfcribed the Treaty 
before mentioned, he did not fubfcribe an Obligation to give 
up, as foon as it fhould be in his Power, the Territory of 
Schwibus for a fmall Sum of Money. Accordingly when he 
became Elector of Brandenburgh the Money was offered, and 
the Territory démanded; but all the Counfellors of the 
new Elector advifed him not to part with it, as he was 
compelled to make this Agreement, which in its own Nature 
therefore was void; but the Emperor Leopold infifting upon 
it and threatning to ufe Force, he yielded up the Territory, 
but refufed to confirm Pe made by his Father 
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of his former Rights. Upon this Occafion he expreffed him- 
felf to his Miniiters in thefe Words: ** I fhall yield the 
*¢ Territory of Schwibus ; it becomes me to be as good as 
“© my Word; I muft andI will. As to profecucing my Rights 
“* to Silefia,1 leave that to the Care of my Pofterity, whofe 
¢¢ Hands I cannot nor will not bind in the prefent Circum- 
“< ftances, when it is neceflary for me to put up with the 
“¢ Injuftice. If Providence and Time don’t fuffer the Thing 
*¢ to take another Turn, the only Way is to be quiet ; but if 
*¢ God orders it otherwife, my Defcendants will know, and 
*¢ fee what they have to do.” 

Thus the Reader fees in few Words the Nature of the 
King of Pruffia’s Claim ; he reprefented both Frederick ll, 
and Frederick ‘III, confequently the Rights of both were in 
him ; and as the Houfe of /u/fria had taken away the Equi- 
valent, he conceived he had a juft Title to the Territories 
formerly in the Poffeffion of his Family, viz. the Principality 
of Fagerndorf, and other Countries, of which he refolved 
immediately to take Peffeffion. He had two Reafons for aét- 
ing in this Manner, without any previous Declarations made 
to the Court of Vienna; the firft was, that the Male Line 
of the Houfe of 4u/iria being extinét, and the Power of that 
Family thereby weakned, he thought this a favourable Oppor- 
tunity of doing himfe!f Juftice ; and that he fhould be want- 
ing to himfelf and his Pofterity, or Succeffors, if he neglet- 
ed it. His fecond Reafon was, that the Elector of Bavaria 
and the King of Spaia forming Pretenftons upon the Empe- 
ror’s Succeflion, he was defirous of reconciling his View of 
doing himfelf Juitice to the Inclination he had of affifting 
Maria Therefa, Queen of Hu gary, in maintaining her Rights 
to her Father’s Dominions, agreeable to the Pragmatic Sanc- 
tion. Atthe fame time therefore that he ordered his Troops 
to march into Silefa, which was in December 1740, he de- 
clared to the Courts of Vienna, that notwithftanding this 
Step he was ready to promote the Election of the Duke of 
Lorrain to the Imperial Dignity ; that he was willing to ad- 
vance the Queen of Hungary two Millions of Florins ; and 
that he was ready to employ all his Forces in defending her 
Dominions againft all her Competitors. But thefe Propofi- 
tions were abfolutely rejected, upon which a War enfued. It 
is to be obferved, that in this Article I am ftating the Claims, 
Pretenfions, and Meafures of his Prujfian Majefty, as Mat- 
ters of Fact, and am very far from taking upon me to de- 
cide whether the former were well or ill founded, and con- 
fequently whether the latter were right or wrong; but thus 
much J think | may be allowed to fay, that if the Court of 
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Vienna had accepted his Propofal, the War in Germany had 
been prevented, and the Emprefs Queen had not yielded 
more to the King of Pruffa than he is poflefied of at pre- 
fent, after all the Blood and Treafure that has been fpent on 
both Sides in this fatal Quarrel. 

His Pruffian Majefty carried his Point in the firft Inftance, 
that is to fay, he made himfelf Matter of Silefia without 
much Oppofition, and the 4u/rians having marched a great 
Army into that Country ; under the Command of Field-Mar- 
fhall Count Nieuperg, in the Beginning of the next Spring his 
Pruffian Majefty gave that Army Battle on the tenth of April 
1741, at Molwitz, in which, tho’ with great Effufion of Blood, 
he gained the Victory. In the fucceeding Year having march- 
ed to the Affiftance of his Allies the French, Bavarians, and 
Saxons, into Bohemia, after being bafely deferted by them, 
he on the twenty-fourth of May, 1742, fought the famous 
Battle of Czcflaw, in which he allio claimed the Victory ; 
but both Parties being now ag ef the War, a Treaty of 
Peace was negotiated between his Majefty on the one Part, and 


the Queen of Hungary on the other, which was concluded and 
figned on the eleventh of ‘June, at Breflaw in Silefia ; 7 


which the greateft part of that Dutchy, and the whole 
County of Glatz were yielded to his Majefty. But this did 
not hinder him from entering into the League of Francéfort, 
in fupport of the EmperorCharles VII. in Confequence of which, 
he invaded Bohemia, and took the City of Prague, on the fixth 
of September 1744, which obliged Prince Charles of Lorrain 
to march from the Rhine to the Elbe, with the Auftrian 
Army ; upon whofe Approach, his Prujfian Majefty retired 
with his Forces towards Silefa, but Prince Charles preffing 
hard upon him in his Retreat, a Battle enfued at Friedberg on 
the fourth of fume 1745, in which his Prujian Majefty gained 
a clear and compleat Victory. _ It was believed that this 
Aétion would have made an End of the War; but the Auftri- 
ans, wno were now joined by the Saxons, and had furmed 
great Views of diftreffing the King of Prujfa, continued 
their Military Operations with the utmoft Vigour; and on 
the thirtieth of September, by a forced March, furprized 
that Prince near Stadentz, and plundered his Baggage ; but by 
the great Military Skill and inimitable Prudence of the King, 
his poe were foon brought into order, the Battle renew- 
ed, and a compleat Victory gained. Yet ftill the 4u/frians 
perfifted in continuing the War, prefuming on the March of 
a great Body of Rujfan Auxiliaries, which it was fuppofed 
would have marched through Poland into his Territories. But 
his Prufian Majefty took Advantage of the Seafon, and 
al while 
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while his Enemies were pleafing themfelves with the Hopes 
of invading and ruining his Country, the old Prince of An- 
halt Deffau with a Prujian Army entered theirs. The King 
of Poland was obliged to abandon his Hereditary Dominions, 
and to retire to the Frontiers of Bohemia for Safety. Leipfick 
opened her Gates to the Conqueror, and though a nume- 
rous Army of Saxons and Au/frians interpofed to preferve 
Drefden, yet on the fourth Day of December 1745, they 
were totally defeated by the Prince of Anhalt Deffau, with 
half their Number of Prufian Troops. The King entered 
Drefden in Triumph, and having overcome all his Enemies, on 
the fourteenth of the fame Month overcame his Paffions and 
Refentment, and in the full Warmth of Victory gave them 
a fair and equitable Peace. By which Silefa was again 
yielded tohim ; the Saxons gave him one Million of Crowns 
fot the Expence of the War; his Majefty acknowledged the 
Emperor, guaranty’d the Dominions of the Emprefs Queen, 
and included iis Ally the Elector Palatine in the fame Treaty, 
which was negotiated under the Mediation of hisBritannick Ma- 
jefty, and once more fettled the Tranquility of Germany. 

The Interefts of this Monarch, if they were to be confi- 
dered at large, would require a confiderable Treatife ; but we 
fhall reduce them into a narrow Compafs, with as much Per- 
fpicuity as we can. In Quality of King of Prufia, he is one 
of the greateit Powers in the North ; ‘and therefore it is his 
Intereft to fee the Balance of Power i in that Part of Europe 
kept exactly even ; with this View, there is no doubt, that he 
will have a conftant Eye to the Meafures purfued by Sweden . 
and Denmars, pay ftill more Attention to the Behaviour of 
Poland, and be moft affiduoufly watchful of the increafing 
Power of Rujia. Upon his Diligence and Succefs in thofe 
Points, the Security, Welfare and “Grandeur of his own State 
will depend. How far it is poflitble co manage all thefe with 
fuch Addrefs as to draw fome Advantages from feveral of 
thofe Powers, and to be in no Danger from any of them, . 
may belt be known by confidering the Praétice of the pre- 
fent King, who has actually carried this Scheme into Execu- 
tion in the moft dificult Conjuncture. The late Revolution 
in Ruffia changed the whole Syftem of his Affairs with refpec& 
to that Empire; inftead of a clofe Conjun¢tion, it brought about 
a Divifion of Interefts, and from an intimate Union, created 
a diftant Civility intermixed with fome Degrees of Jealoufy, 
fo much harder to be removed becaufe they were natural, 
detived from his clofe Alliance with the excluded Family. The 
Power of Rujfia alfo was vaitly increafed. By the Election of 
the Succeflor of the Crown of Sweden, that Kingdom came 
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in fome meafure to depend upon her: Denmark was aw’d by 
her fuperior Force, and by the old Differences between that 
Royal Family and the Houie of Holftein ; while Poland was 
firmly tied, as well by the Interedt of the reigning Prince, 
as by a long and uninterrupted Alliance. But the admirable 
Policy of the Prugian has got the better of all thefe Con- 
nections. By marrying his Sifter to the Succeflor of Sweden, 
he gain’d an Intereft in that Country, which is daily in- 
creafing. Denmark is bound to live upon good Terms with 
him as a Neighbour, at the fame time that ihe needs his Af- 
fiftance as an Ally. He has always kept a good Correfpon- 
dence with the Republ ck; and notwithftanding their late 
Quarrel, has now a good Corrcfpondence, with the King of 
Poland, as 1 dare prophefy will fhortly appear; fo that he 
has exactly modelled the North to his Mind: And notwith- 
ftanding the vait Power of Xujia has nothing to fear from 
her Jealoufy, and itill lefs to apprehend from her Influence ; 
which eafy Situation of his on this Side, is entirely owing to 
his own great Parts as a Politician ; and muft, to every com- 
petent Judge, raife his Chara¢ter, in that refpect, to the 
greateft Height. 

As a Prince of the Empire, he plainly confiders himfelf as 
the Guardian of the Germanick Conttitution; and as he has 
all Things to hope, and nothing to dread from the Indepen- 
dency of all the Members of the Empire, he has very wifely 
fhewn as warm and fleady a Concern for their Rights as for 
his own. At the very Beginning of his Reign he compro- 
mifed the Difputes which had fo long fubfifted between his 
Family and the Elector Palatine, upon very equal and mode- 
rate ‘lerms ; he embraced the Friendfhip of the Houfe of Ba- 
varia when it was neccflary to him; and he gave the high- 
eft. Proofs of his Fidelity to the Interefts of that Family when 
they ftood in the greateit Necd of his Friendfhip. In aWord, 
he has loft no Ally in the Empire, but has gain’d many; he 
has reftored the Credit of the Diet of Rati/bon, by giving 
Power to the Princes of the Empire, who fend their Mi- 
nifters thither, to fpeak their true Sentiments, and explain 
themfelves freely, initead of fubmitting implicitly to the Im- 
perial Decrees, asthey were wont to do. In fhort, he has 
fo conducted his Affairs, as to be univerfally confidered as a 
German Patriot ; that is, as one refolved to maintain the Ef- 
fence of the Germanick Conftitution,and to preferve the Liberty 
of its Members from all interior Influence, as well as Foreign 
Subjection. 

As one of the principal Powers of Europe, the prefent King 
of Prujfia feems to have formed to himfelfa Defign of efta. 
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blifhing a more effectual Balance than has been hitherto known, 
in Virtue of the Increafe of his own Dominions, which have 
put it into his Hands. This Point was never fufficiently con- 
fidered by any ofour Politicians, or to fpeak plainly, has never 
been confidered by them at all. The Situation of Franee 
enabled her formerly to preferve the Balance againft the 
Houfe of Au/fria; the Situation of his Sardinjan Majefty’s 
Dominions, enables him to hold the Balance of Jtaly; and to 
keep it even between the Houfes of Auffria and Bourbon; 
but with refpect to the King of Pruffia, he has three Balances 
in his Hands, that of the North, that of Germany, and the 
great Balance of Power againft France. It is very true, 
that in the prefent War, he has acted in Confederacy with 
France, but, as we have fhewn before, this was abfolutely 
againft his Will. If the Court of Vienna and the Allies of 
that Court had not confidered his Expedition into Silefia, as 
an Infraction of the Pragmatick Sanction, in which Light 
he never regarded it himfelf, nor thought it would be regard- 
ed by others; he had certainly taken the contrary Side, as 
having no Reafon to be a Friend to France longer than he 
has the Houfe of Aufria for an Enemy. He has fhewn in 
his laft Treaty with the King of Poland, Elector of Saxony, 
atrue Zeal for the Proteftant Religion, and without Doubt 
it is his Intereft to put himfelf at the Head of the Proteftants 
in Germany ; and he is too clear-fighted a Prince not to 
fee this. Whenever therefore a general Peace is made, and 
he finds himfelf thereby releafed from thofe Conneétions, 
which however unnatural, were once certainly neceflary to 
him ; there is no Queftion to be made, that he will recurr 
to thofe Sentiments with which we with to fee him infpired. 
He will then be much greater than he appears at prefent, for 
he will be Arbiter of the North, the firm Ally and Sup- 
port of the Houfe of Au/ffria, the great Patriot of Germany, 
and the powerful Proteétor of the Dutch Republick. In a 
Word, in Conjunction with the Emperor, the Maritime 
Powers, and the King of Sardinia, he will be able to fet 
Bounds to the Ambition of the Houfe of Bourbon, to preferve 
the Independency, and fecure the Tranquillity of Europe, the 
higheft and moft glorious Views, which a Hero and a Poli- 
tian can have, and which therefore muft be certainly his. 


END of Nums. XV, 





